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Example #1   Rubric for Descriptive Paragraph 

 
No        Yes  
Not Evident      Very evident 
0  1  2  3  4 

Fix-up Zone 
Descriptive Paragraph 

Critical Attribute  You Teacher 
(Organization) 
1.  The first sentence tells what is being 
described. 

0 1 2 3 4 0 1 2 3 4 

2.  All the other sentences tell more about what is 
being described  

0 1 2 3 4 0 1 2 3 4 

3.  The length is adequate. 0 1 2 3 4 0 1 2 3 4 
(Sentences) 
4.  Complete sentences are used. 0 1 2 3 4  0 1 2 3 4 

5.  The sentences begin with different words. 0 1 2 3 4 0 1 2 3 4 

6.  The sentences vary in length. 0 1 2 3 4  0 1 2 3 4 
(Word choice) 
7.  Descriptive words are used. 0 1 2 3 4  0 1 2 3 4 

8.  Overused words (e.g., nice, big, little) have 
been replaced with more precise or interesting 
words.  

0 1 2 3 4  0 1 2 3 4 

(Content) 
9.  The description paints a clear and accurate 
picture of what is being described.  

0 1 2 3 4  0 1 2 3 4 

10. The description is easy for the reader to 
understand. 

0 1 2 3 4 0 1 2 3 4 
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Example # 1 continued     Descriptive Paragraph 

 

 

 It was dusk when we entered the tiny 

grocery store on the edge of the deserted 

road.  The store was lit by a single bulb 

hanging near the entrance.  The aisles in 

the store were narrow allowing only one 

shopper at a time.  Ancient wooden 

shelves lining the aisles were cluttered 

with dust-covered cans and boxes.  

Yellowed labels on the cans held the 

secret of the store.   
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Example #9 continued - Compare/Contrast Think Sheet 

 
Compare/Contrast Think Sheet 

 
Subject:    
 
SAME   Groups 
Categories   

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

DIFFERENT   Groups 
Categories   
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Example #10 – Think Sheet – Essay to persuade 
Prepare 

Topic: ______________________ Form: __ letter      __essay     __other 
Audience: ___________________ Type of preparation:  ___think  OR 
       __collect evidence 
Purpose: Persuade __Pro  __Con Brainstorm and select convincing 

reasons. 
Organize 

Introduction 
Position on Topic: _____________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reason A.           Reason B.                                Reason C. 
______________________     _______________________   _____________________ 
______________________     _______________________   _____________________ 
______________________     _______________________   ____________________ 

 
Body A. Explain  Body B. Explain Body C. Explain 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

Conclusion 
__  Summarize        __ Convince   __  Suggest an Action 
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Example #11 – Think Sheet –Example  # 12 - Short Story 
 

Think Sheet – Story 
 

(7) Title  
 

(3) Setting 
 
 

(1) Main Character(s) 
 

(2) Problem 
 
 

(4) Beginning  
 

 
 

 
 
(5) Middle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(6) End 
 
 


